
D91 Pathway to the  
Common Core Standards  
Mathematics 

GRADE

1 



In grade one, students will work with whole numbers and place 
value—including grouping numbers into tens and ones as they 
learn to add and subtract up through 20. Students will also use 
charts, tables, and diagrams to solve problems. Activities in these 
areas will include: 

• Quickly and accurately adding numbers together up to sums of 10 
and subtracting from numbers with differences through 10 

• Understanding the rules of addition and subtraction (for example, 
5+2=2+5) 

• Solving word problems that involve adding or subtracting num-
bers up through 20 

• Understanding what the different digits mean in two-digit num-
bers (place value) 

• Comparing two-digit numbers using the symbols > (more than), = 
(equal to) , and < (less than) 

• Understanding the meaning of the equal sign (=) and determining 
if statements involving addition and subtraction are true or false 
(for example, which of the following statements are true? 3+3=6, 
4+1=5+2) 

• Adding one- and two-digit numbers together 

• Measuring the lengths of objects using a shorter object as a unit 
of length 

• Putting objects in order from longest to shortest or shortest to 
longest  

• Organizing objects into categories and comparing the number of 
objects in different categories 

• Dividing circles and rectangles into halves and quarters 

 

Partnering with your child’s teacher 

 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an im-
portant part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of your 
child’s work or bring a sample with you. Ask the teacher questions 
like:  

• Is my child at the level where he/she should be at this point of the 
school year? 

• Where is my child excelling?  

• What do you think is giving my child the most trouble? How can I 
help my child improve in this area?  

• What can I do to help my child with upcoming work? 

 





Contents of this publication are reprinted with permission from the Council of Great City Schools  

and is modeled after their Parent Roadmap series. 
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1. Look out for the Home-School Connection parent letter at the beginning 
of each new math topic.  Please complete the “Home Activity” with your 
child. 

2. Visit www.pearsonsuccessnet.com  for additional resources, games, and 
activities in math.  Obtain your child’s user name and password from the 
teacher and keep it in a safe place. 

3. If your child is having difficulty with a concept, continue to complete   
activities/games  related to the concept daily. 

4. Visit the library and check out a few math titles. 
5. Please visit your child’s teacher’s website for a list of additional             

activities and websites.  
6. Practice addition and subtraction facts with your child at home in salt, 

with paint, whiteboards, and sidewalk chalk, etc.   
7. Draw shapes with your child and divide the shapes to discuss parts and 

fractions. (You can also cut your child’s food into equal parts to discuss 
this as well.) 

8. Tell your child a simple math story problem and ask them “How many in 
all?” or “How many were left?”  Example: I had seven grapes on my plate, 
I ate four grapes.  How many grapes do I have now? 

9. Discuss the time with your child once a day.  Have your child read the 
clock as best they can.  Help your child as needed and discuss what the 
time will be when it reaches the next hour. 

10. Ask your child what day of the week it is each morning. 
11. Look for everyday opportunities to have your child do mathematics. For 

example, if you open a carton of eggs and take out seven, ask, “How many 
are left in the carton?”  

12. Play math games with your child. For example, “I’m thinking of a num-
ber. When I add five to it, I get 11. What is the number?” 

13. Encourage your child to read and write numbers in different ways. For 
example, what are some ways that you can make the number 15? 15 can 
be 10+5, 7+8, 20-5, or 5+5+5.  

14. Encourage your child to stick with it whenever a problem seems diffi-
cult. This will help your child see that everyone can learn math. 

15. Praise your child when he or she makes an effort and share in the excite-
ment when he or she solves a problem or understands something for the 
first time. 

 

http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/

