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In grade four, students will continue to build important reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening skills. They will read more chal-
lenging literature, articles, and other sources of information and 
continue to grow their vocabulary. They will also be expected to 
clearly explain in detail what they have read by referring to details 
or information from the text.  In writing, students will organize 
their ideas and develop topics with reasons, facts, details, and 
other information. Activities in these areas will include: 
 
• Identifying the theme or main idea of a story, play, or poem 
• Comparing stories from different cultures 
• Explaining how an author uses facts, details, and evidence to   
support their points 
• Reading and understanding information presented in charts, 
graphs, timelines, and other illustrations 
• Learning the rules of spoken and written English 
• Learning and using new words, including words related to        
specific subjects (such as science words) 
• Participating in class discussions by listening, asking questions, 
sharing ideas, and building on the ideas of others 
• Giving a class presentation on a topic or telling a story using    
relevant, organized facts and details and speaking clearly 
• Writing stories with dialogue and descriptions of character’s    
actions, thoughts, and feelings 
• Taking notes and organizing information from books, articles, 
and online sources to learn more about a topic 

Writing research or opinion papers over extended periods of 
time 

 
Partnering with your child’s teacher 
 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an 
important part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of 
your child’s work or bring a sample with you.  
 
Ask the teacher questions like: 
 
•     Is my child at the level where he/she should be at this point of 
the school year? 

What do you think is giving my child the most trouble?  
How can I help my child improve in this area? 
Where is my child excelling?  
How can I support this success? 





Contents of this publication are reprinted with permission from the Council of Great City Schools  

and is modeled after their Parent Roadmap series. 
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1. Provide time and space for your child to read independently. This 

time should be free from distractions such as television. 

2. Ask your child what he or she learned from reading and how that 
knowledge can be used in real life. Have him or her read the most 
interesting or useful sections aloud. 

3. Discuss and/or try to “act out” vocabulary words in all subjects 

4. Allow your child to connect writing to real world situations by     
writing out the grocery list, party menu, or “to do” lists. 

5. Start a vocabulary notebook at home for new words that are encoun-
tered out of school (museums, sports events, movies, library, zoo, 
restaurants, etc.). 

6. Publish your child’s writing by hanging it on the refrigerator,       
sending copies to relatives for them to enjoy, or encouraging your 
child to submit the pieces to a children’s magazine. 

7.  Check out the teacher’s webpage each week to see what is happening 
in the classroom and link to activities and resources. 

8. Keep track of the time that your child spends reading every day. Note 
what kind of reading materials he or she likes (books, magazines, 
newspaper articles, the Internet, etc.). Then look for additional        
materials that would encourage your child to read more. 

9. Be sure your child has a library card. Children should select books 
they are interested in to develop a passion for reading. Many librar-
ies have book clubs and family activities that make reading fun for 
the entire family. 

10. Use technology to help build your child’s interest in reading. There 
are several websites where students can read books or articles 
online. The computer will help with words the student cannot read 
independently. Libraries also have computers students can use to ac-
cess those sites. Feel free to ask a librarian or teacher for suggestions. 


