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In grade five, students will build their understanding of the place 
value system by working with decimals up to the hundredths place. 
Students will also add, subtract, and multiply fractions, including 
fractions with unlike denominators. They will continue to expand 
their geometry and measurement skills, learning the concept of vol-
ume and measuring the volume of a solid figure. Activities in these 
areas will include: 

• Quickly and accurately multiplying multi-digit whole numbers 

• Dividing numbers with up to four digits by two digit numbers 

• Using exponents to express powers of 10 (in 102, 2 is the expo-
nent) 

• Reading, writing, and comparing decimals to the thousandths 
place 

• Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals to the hun-
dredths place 

• Writing and interpreting mathematical expressions using symbols 
such as parentheses. For example, “add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” 
can be written as 2×(8+7). 

• Adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators 
(bottom numbers) by converting them to fractions with matching 
denominators 

• Multiplying fractions by whole numbers and other fractions 

• Dividing fractions by whole numbers and whole numbers by frac-
tions 

• Analyzing and determining relationships between numerical pat-
terns 

• Measuring volume using multiplication and addition 

 

Partnering with your child’s teacher 

 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an im-
portant part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of your 
child’s work or bring a sample with you. Ask the teacher questions 
like:  

• Is my child at the level where he/she should be at this point of the 
school year? 

• Where is my child excelling?  

• What do you think is giving my child the most trouble? How can I 
help my child improve in this area?  

• What can I do to help my child with upcoming work? 





Contents of this publication are reprinted with permission from the Council of Great City Schools  

and is modeled after their Parent Roadmap series. 
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1. Look out for the parent letter at the beginning of each new math 
topic; these letters inform parents of what their child will be 
learning and ways you can work with your child. 

2. Visit www.pearsonsuccessnet.com  for additional resources, 
games, and activities in math.  Obtain your child’s user name and 
password from the teacher and keep it in a safe place. 

3. If your child is having difficulty with a concept, continue to com-
plete activities/games  related to the concept daily. 

4. Visit the library and check out a few math titles. 

5. Practice multiplication facts  and math vocabulary daily. 

6. Use everyday objects to allow your child to explore the concept of 
fractions. For example, have your child divide a candy bar (or a 
healthy snack) between three people. Ask, “How much does each 
person receive?” (Each person would receive 1⁄3). Suppose there 
are three candy bars that you plan to share with two friends. Have 
your child describe the amount that each person will receive.  

7. Have your child explain how to write fractions in different ways. 
For example, what are some different ways to write 4⁄3 ? He or she 
could answer 4÷3, 1 1⁄3, 2⁄3 + 2⁄3, 2 x 2⁄3, 8⁄6, 4x1⁄3 , etc.  

8. Ask your child to give you a fraction equal to a decimal. For exam-
ple, what are two fractions that can be used to represent 0.6? An-
swers could include 6⁄10, 60⁄100, 12⁄20 , or 3⁄5. 

9. Encourage your child to stick with it whenever a problem seems 
difficult. This will help your child see that everyone can learn math. 

10. Praise your child when he or she makes an effort and share in the 
excitement when he or she solves a problem or understands some-
thing for the first time. 

http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/

